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Long Crendon Neighbourhood Plan 
Local Green Space and Landscape Study Report 

 
This report has been prepared for the purposes of, and to accompany, the “submission” 

version of the Long Crendon Neighbourhood Plan. This report sets out the conclusions of 

the NDP’s Steering Group, appointed by Long Crendon Parish Council, as to which sites 

should be designated as Local Green Spaces and the reasons for doing so. It follows the 

assessment by the NDP Steering Group and its specialist Sub-Groups of a considerably 

greater number of potential Local Green Space sites within the Parish, and takes account of 

the responses received during pre-submission consultation on the (larger) list of sites 

originally propose. 

 

NATIONAL PLANNING POLICY FRAMEWORK 
In order for a site to qualify for designation as a Local Green Space, it must meet each of the 
criteria set out in paragraph 77 of the National Planning Policy Framework (NPPF). These 
require that the site in question: 

• is in reasonably close proximity to the community it serves; 

 is demonstrably special to a local community and holds a particular local significance; 
(for example because of its beauty, historic significance, recreational value (including 
as a playing field), tranquillity or richness of its wildlife) 

• is local in character and not an extensive tract of land. 

A number of sites were originally considered for potential designation as Local Green Spaces. Those 
then proposed for designation fell into one (or more) of four distinct categories:  
 

• those (generally small) areas of Long Crendon’s “built environment” which are considered 
most vital to its open, rural feel;  

• those sites used for sports and other recreational activities; 
• those on the immediate periphery of the settlement with public access and in regular use by 

those on foot; and 
• those which (without necessarily offering public access) fulfil a specific function to the local 

community, that is reflected in the aspirations and policy objectives of the emerging 
Neighbourhood Plan.  

 
Of these, the local sites that are most demonstrably special to the community are now being 
promoted for designation as Local Green Space or an ‘area of special landscape’ pursuant to the 
“submission” version of the Long Crendon Neighbourhood Plan. 
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LOCAL GREEN SPACE 

 

The following Local Green Space designations are hereby proposed. 

• Land South West of Chilton Road and to north edge of village 

• Long Crendon Recreational Park 

• Open space below Abbotts Ridge (Harroell Park, Allotments and Dog Walking 

Field off Harroell  

• Long Crendon School Playing Fields 

 

 

 

DESIGNATED SITES: COMPLIANCE WITH THE NPPF 

The designated sites meet the criteria set out in paragraph 77 of the National Planning Policy 

Framework. 

In the following pages of this report we examine the particular characteristics of these parcels of 

land, on a site-by-site basis, with photographs and supporting commentary. 

 

 

  

Local Green Space 
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Site Assessments 

Site 1: Land South West of Chilton Road and to north edge of village 
 

 

 

This 0.91 hectare piece of land has served as a recreational field and a footpath connecting the 

upper end of Chilton Road with Lower End for many years it provides a vital link in a circular walk 

around the village for joggers, walkers and dog owners alike. In recent years it has been used for 

horse grazing. It is surrounded on three sides by residential gardens and on one side by open 

farmland. 

 

 
  

Site 1 
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Site 2: Long Crendon Recreational Park 
 

 

A number of well-supported sports clubs use the 1.3 hectare Recreation Ground and the new 

Pavilion. The Pavilion was completed in 2004, funded by a grant from the Football Foundation and a 

loan taken out by the Parish Council. It is used by football and cricket teams for changing rooms, 

toilets and storage. Entrance to some leagues is dependent on these facilities being available. In 

addition, the meeting room is used by the Parish Council, Twins Club, Young Farmers and throughout 

the year for children's parties and various AGMs. 

Cricket 

There is a very active youth team involving around 70 young people in three teams (11 years, 13 

years and 15 years). They play on Saturday and Sunday during the summer. It is hoped that in time 

they will provide the foundation to reform an adult team, as unfortunately none have played in Long 

Crendon for some time.  

 

 

Cricket on the recreation ground 

 

 

 

Site 2 
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Football 

The facilities are very well used by three football clubs, a Youth's Club (including girls), a Men's Club 

and the Corinthians. As a result, the pitch is quite heavily used on Saturday mornings and afternoons 

and on Sunday mornings. The Pavilion is used by all except the youth teams.  

 

Football on the recreation ground 

 

Jubilee Park 

A hugely popular attraction opened completely renovated 2012 using Parish council funding it offers 

a wide range of swings, climbing frames and slides for children between the ages of 5-13. 
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Site 3: Harroell Park, Allotments and Dog Walking Field off Harroell 
 

 

 

Harroell Park  

The Parish Council identified through the parish plan that there was a need for better play 
facilities for the older children of the village. 

In response to this, the Parish Council submitted several grant applications and were 
successful in receiving three grants. Harroell Park was officially opened in September and 
now has a skate park, a cycle track. a zip wire and some swings.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Site 3 
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Allotments   

In 1977 a change of use was granted to transform common grazing land into 0.35 hectares 

of allotments for the locals of Long Crendon. To this day they are hugely popular especially 

with those who lack garden space to grow their own vegetables.   

 

 

Dog Walking field  

The field next to the allotments, approximately 1.5 hectares of public open space is used by 

joggers, dog walkers and children for ball games.  
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Site 4: School Playing Fields 
 

 

 

 

Long Crendon school playing fields are a great amenity for the village. The Bucks County Council 

owned play fields measure 1.7 hectares and are in constant use by the 240 children that attend the 

school as well as 11 different girls and boy’s football teams on a Saturday afternoon during the 

football season.  

 

  

Site 4 
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AREA OF SPECIAL LANDSCAPE VALUE 

 

The Neighbourhood Plan designates land to the east of Long Crendon, as shown on 

the Policies Map, as an Area of Special Landscape Value.  

Proposals for any form of development in the defined areas should respect their 

landscape character. Any development that will adversely affect this character will 

be resisted unless appropriate mitigation measures can be secured. 

This policy identifies an Area of Special Landscape Value comprising land east of the 

village on the slopes towards the Parish Boundary with Thame. In doing so, the policy 

acknowledges the special role that the area plays in defining the essential 

character of the village in its landscape setting. 

The land, along with much of the Parish, already lies within the Brill – Winchendon Hills 

Area of Attractive Landscape. The recent review of this designation for the VALP 

restated its value as a landscape designation. Maintaining the view to towards 

Thame and the Chilterns from the village across this land is considered extremely 

important and therefore retaining the open character of the land is crucial. As it 

remains in agricultural use, further such development will continue to be appropriate 

in principle.  

The land is considered to be an extensive tract of land and does not therefore 

qualify for designation as a Local Green Space in Policy 15 of the LCPNP.  
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Extensive views of the surrounding countryside are gained from limited locations at the south-

western, eastern and north western ends of the village.  Particularly fine views of the Thame Valley 

are visible from the churchyard of St. Mary’s Church and running along the public footpath that 

leads south-west from Harroell.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Wainwrights Field looking towards the proposed area of special landscape as viewed from the 

Harroell footpath Conservation Area  

 

 

 

View across the fields towards Lower Furlong from the Harroell footpath 
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Assessment of the Green Open Space 
Issues in Long Crendon and the 
surrounding area 

Vision for the Green Space in Long Crendon 
Long Crendon will be an area where all residents and visitors will have the opportunity to enjoy 

quality, clean, safe and accessible open space, sport and recreational facilities.  

These facilities will be in close proximity to where they live and work, and will be economically and 

environmentally sustainable.  

These facilities will aid the cultural fabric of the village in a context where the public, developers and 

landowners have clear information on what, where and how much is provided, and the standards 

that govern this. This will be achieved by: 

1. Enabling residents and visitors to engage in their most popular activities  
2. Reduce issues such as cost, while improving physical access, location, safety 
3. Meeting the aspirations of the community  
4. Promote the ability of open space, sport and recreational facilities in aiding culture, social 

inclusion and sense of place  
5. Improve supply, but also demand by increasing the quality of the existing facilities  
6. Ensure the village is supported by the National standards based around the NPFA minimum 

standard of 2.4ha per 1000 people to improve the quantity of provision.  
7. Ensure that the attractive nature of open space is continued,  
8. Link the sites and open spaces, in a network, by ensuring safety of travel between sites, 

greening the approaches, and the use of a sustainable transport infrastructure  
9. Ensuring that open space, sport and recreational facilities make a major contribution to 

ensuring the residents have a high quality of life making the village a place in which they 
choose to live. 

 

Question: 

 Considering the natural environment of the parish – are there special landscapes 

that deserve protection? 

o Note: all of the land around the village is designated an Area of Attractive 

Landscape by AVDLP – are there any distinctive features? 

o Can they be drawn precisely or not?  

o What types of development should they control, given that the areas are 

already outside the defined village boundary? 

Response:  

We heard from the residents at our exhibitions that many in the community greatly value 

the beautiful views both from within the village looking out and from outside the village 



14/9/2016 V4.0 
 13 
 

looking back in. Though a large village, Long Crendon has maintained, and should protect, 

the rural aspects and pastoral heritage within the Vale of Aylesbury, that make it such an 

enriching place to live. 

 Special landscapes and views outside of the village boundary which should be 

protected from speculative property development that cannot be drawn precisely–  

o Views looking towards Shabbington from Frogmore and Sandy Lane (from the 

Parish Plan 2009) 

o Views from Chilton road looking South west towards South Oxfordshire  

o Views to Thame and Chilterns from Chearsley Road, Harroell etc. (from the 

Parish Plan 2009) 

o Views to and from Lower End (from the Parish Plan 2009) 

 Special landscape and views within the village boundary which can be drawn 

precisely and should be protected 

o Special character and views of the High Street and Church End 

o Special character and views of Frogmore, The Square and Sandy Lane 

o Special character and views of Lower End 

Question: 

 Which sites could benefit from protection by a Local Green Space (LGS) status? Areas 
already designated as Open spaces may also be considered as a LGS as this 
designation provides more protection (in line with Green Belt protection). A Local 
Green Spaces study should be prepared by this task group to support a LCPNP Local 
Green Spaces policy. National Planning Policy Framework (NPPF) Paras 76-77) specify 
the criteria to consider, see appendix 1. 

Response: 

We assessed the following green areas to see if they could be given Local Green Spaces 

designation: 

 Long Crendon Recreation Park encompassing pavilion & changing facilities, football 

pitch, cricket square, bowling green, tennis courts and children’s play area. 

 Harroell Park Teenage play area o including skateboard park, zip wire and bike run. 

 Golf driving range Thame Road  

 Parts of land between Frogmore and Sandy Lane (already bought by residents to 

stop development) 

 St Mary’s Church and associated grounds 

 Open space above Abbotts Ridge 

 Open space above Peascroft 

 Open space Lower End 

 Allotments at Harroell 

 Open space at Harroell (for dog walking) 
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 Open space South West of Chilton Road (for dog walking, joggers) –Long Crendon 

School play fields 

From this list we assessed the following 4 sites should be designated as Local Green 

Spaces: 

1) Open space South West of Chilton Road 

2) Long Crendon Recreation Park encompassing pavilion & changing facilities, 

football pitch, cricket square, bowling green, tennis courts and Jubilee children’s play 

area. 

3) Harroell Park, Allotments and Dog Walking Field off Harroell 
 

4) Long Crendon School Playing Fields 

 

Future potential Local Green Space designation: 

 There are several ways of defining what is an ‘adequate designated space for play 

and sports’ for a village of our size. Do we have enough in Long Crendon to meet our 

current and future needs?  

 NPFA Six Acre Guidelines,  

  We have 2500 people in the village and we should have between 2.2 and 2.6 

hectares per 1000 people = 6.5 Hectares overall (assuming upper limits below) 

 

Accessible Natural England Standard (ANGst) by Natural England  

 Another measure of green space provision which is considered a national benchmark 

and forms part of the Govt’s guidance. They have three classifications 1) LAP - Local 

Area for Play 2) LEAP – Local Equipped Area for Play and 3) NEAP – Neighbourhood 

Equipped area for Play. The 2011 fact sheet on Long Crendon stated that we lacked 3 

LEAP (location not defined) and 1 NEAP need to be provided in the centre/north of 

the village (by the school).   

 Details can be found here: 

http://www.aylesburyvaledc.gov.uk/sites/default/files/page_downloads/LONG-

CRENDON03-05-2013.pdf  

 The conclusion is that today, no matter which assessment we use, we are short of 

various types of outdoor space. New housing development should supply more of 

both play facilities and outdoor sports space to meet our future needs. 

 

 

http://www.aylesburyvaledc.gov.uk/sites/default/files/page_downloads/LONG-CRENDON03-05-2013.pdf
http://www.aylesburyvaledc.gov.uk/sites/default/files/page_downloads/LONG-CRENDON03-05-2013.pdf


14/9/2016 V4.0 
 15 
 

Appendix 3 - The NPFA Six Acre Standard 

The National Playing Fields Association’s recommendations for outdoor playing space, (i.e. 
for sport, recreation and children’s play) are a global statement of the amount of land 
required per 1,000 head of population and should be regarded as a minimum standard.  The 
NPFA recommends a minimum standard for outdoor playing space of 2.4 hectares per 1000 
head of population, made up as follows: 
 

Play Facilities: 0.6 - 0.8 hectares per 1000 population. 

 

 Outdoor equipped playgrounds for children of whatever age; 
 

 Other designated play facilities for children which offer specific opportunity for 
outdoor play, such as adventure playgrounds; 

 

 Casual or informal playing space within housing areas 
 

Outdoor Sports: 1.6 - 1.8 hectares per 1000 population. 

 

 Facilities such as pitches, greens, courts, athletics tracks and miscellaneous sites such 
as croquet lawns and training areas owned by local authorities, whether at county, 
district or parish level; 

 

 Facilities described above within the educational sector and which, as a matter of 
practice and policy, are available for public use; 

 

 Facilities described above which are within the voluntary, private, industrial and 
commercial sectors, and serve the leisure needs for outdoor recreation of their 
members, or the public. 

 

NB: Included within the broad 2.4 hectares standard is a specific allocation of 

1.2 hectares (3.0 acres) per 1000 population for pitch sports 

 
Overall Minimum Standard for Outdoor Playing Space: 2.4 hectares per 1000 population. 
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Appendix 4 - Accessible Natural England Standard (ANGst) - Characteristics of Play Areas 

LAP – Local Area for Play 

 

 Has a minimum activity zone area of 100 m2. 

 Caters for children up to 6 years of age. 

 Is within 1 minute’s walking time from home. 

 Has a buffer zone of 5 m minimum depth between the activity zone and the nearest 

dwelling that faces the LAP.  This should include planting to enable children to 

experience natural scent, colour and texture. 

 Is overlooked by nearby houses. 

 Gable ends or other exposed walls should be protected from use for ball games by, for 

example, providing a strip of dense planting of 1 m minimum depth. 

 Is positioned beside a pedestrian pathway on a well-used route. 

 Occupies a reasonably flat, well-drained site with grass or a hard surface. 

 Contains features that enable children to identify the space as their own domain, e.g. 

low key games such as hopscotch, a footprint trail, mushroom style seating etc. 

 Any playground equipment provided must conform to EN 1176. 

 Contains seating for parents and/or carers. 

 Has fencing of at least 600mm in height around the perimeter, with a self-closing 

pedestrian gate to prevent access by dogs. 

 Has a barrier to limit the speed of a child entering or leaving the facility. 

 Has a sign indicating: 

- The area is solely for use by children;  

- Adults are not allowed unless accompanied by children; 

- Dogs are excluded. 

LEAP – Local Equipped Area for Play 

 Has a minimum activity zone area of 400 m2. 

 Caters for children from 4 to 8 years of age. 

 Is within 5 minutes’ walking time from home. 
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 Has a buffer zone not less than 10 m in depth between the activity zone and the 

habitable room façade of the dwelling.  This zone should include planting to enable 

children to experience natural scent, colour and texture. 

 Should not have play equipment overlooking nearby gardens. 

 Is positioned by a pedestrian pathway on a well-used route. 

 Occupies a well-drained site with a grass or hard surface and features an appropriate 

impact absorbing surface beneath and around the play equipment conforming to EN 

1177. 

 Contains at least 5 types of play equipment, of which at least two are individual 

pieces, rather than part of a combination multi-play unit.  Each type of play equipment 

should be designed to stimulate one of the following activities: 

- Balancing 

- Rocking 

- Climbing/Agility 

- Sliding 

- Social play 

Additional items may focus upon rotating, swinging, jumping, crawling, 

viewing, counting or touching. 

 The playground equipment must conform to EN 1176. 

 Contains seating for parents and/or carers. 

 Contains a litterbin. 

  Has adequate space around the equipment to enable children to express their general 

exuberance and play games of ‘tag’ or ‘chase’. 

 Has fencing of at least 1 m in height around the perimeter of the activity zone, with 

two outward opening, self closing gates, on opposite sides of the play area, to deter 

entry by dogs and to restrict opportunities of bullying. 

 Has a barrier to limit the speed of a child entering or leaving the facility. 

 Has a sign indicating: 

- The area is solely for use by children; 

- Adults are not allowed unless accompanied by children; 

- Dogs are excluded; 
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- Name and telephone number of the operator of the facility to report any 

incident or damage to the play equipment; 

- Location of nearest public telephone. 

 

NEAP – Neighbourhood Equipped Play Area 

 Has a minimum activity zone area of 1000 m2 that is divided into two parts; one 

containing a range of playground equipment and the other having a hard surface of at 

least 465 m2 (the minimum area needed to play five-a-side football). 

 Caters predominantly for older children. 

 Is within 15 minutes’ walking time from home. 

 Has a buffer zone of not less than 30 m in depth between the activity zone and the 

boundary of the nearest dwelling.  A greater distance maybe needed where purpose 

built skateboarding facilities are provided.  This zone should include planting to enable 

children to experience natural scent, colour and texture. 

 Positioned beside a pedestrian pathway on a well-used route. 

 Occupies a well-drained site with both grass and hard surfaced areas and featuring an 

appropriate impact absorbing surface beneath and around the play equipment 

conforming to EN 1176. 

 Contains at least 8 types of play equipment comprising: 

- At least 1 item to stimulate rocking, tough, social or development play among 

younger children; 

- At least 2 items to facilitate sliding, swinging or moderate climbing; 

- At least 5 items to encourage either more adventurous climbing, single point 

swinging, balancing, rotating or gliding (e.g. cableway).  At least 3 of these 

items should be individual play items rather than part of a combination multi-

play unit. 

 The playground equipment must conform to EN 1176. 

 Contains seating for parents and/or carers in the vicinity of the play equipment and 

other seating within the hard surfaced games area. 

 Contains litterbins at each access point and in the proximity of each group of seats. 



14/9/2016 V4.0 
 19 
 

 Has a convenient and secure parking facility for bicycles. 

 Has adequate space around the equipment to enable children to express their general 

exuberance and play and play games of ‘tag’ or ‘chase’. 

 Has fencing of at least 1 m in height around the perimeter of the activity zone, with 

two outward opening, self closing gates on opposite sides of the space, to deter entry 

by dogs and to restrict opportunities for bullying. 

 Has a barrier to limit the speed of a child entering or leaving the facility. 

 Has a sign to indicate: 

- The area is solely for use by children; 

- Adults are not allowed in the equipped space unless accompanied by 

children;  

- Dogs are excluded; 

- Name and telephone number of the operator of the facility to report any 

incident or damage to the play equipment; 

- Location of nearest public telephone. 

 


