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This report has been prepared for the purposes of, and to accompany, the 

“submission” version of the Long Crendon Neighbourhood Plan. This report sets out 

the conclusions of the NDP’s Steering Group, appointed by Long Crendon Parish 

Council, as to which sites should be designated as Local Green Spaces and the 

reasons for doing so. It follows the assessment by the NDP Steering Group and its 

specialist Sub-Groups of a considerably greater number of potential Local Green 

Space sites within the Parish, and takes account of the responses received during 

pre-submission consultation on the (larger) list of sites originally proposed.  

This work has been reviewed and professionally validated by RCOH Ltd, the planning 

consultants advising the Group, as a credible and robust analysis of the open space 

and landscape matters addressed by the Group. 

The report commissioned by AVDC in October 2015 from LUC ‘Defining the special 

qualities of local landscape designations in Aylesbury Vale District’ highlighted Long 

Crendon specifically for its special qualities within the Brill – Winchendon Hills Area of 

Attractive Landscape (AAL). 

 

1. National Planning Policy Framework 

In order for a site to qualify for designation as a Local Green Space, it must meet 

each of the criteria set out in paragraph 77 of the National Planning Policy 

Framework (NPPF). These require that the site in question: 

 is in reasonably close proximity to the community it serves; 

 is demonstrably special to a local community and holds a particular local 

significance; (for example because of its beauty, historic significance, 

recreational value (including as a playing field), tranquillity or richness of its 

wildlife) 

 is local in character and not an extensive tract of land. 

A number of sites were originally considered for potential designation as Local 

Green Spaces. Those then proposed for designation fell into one (or more) of four 

distinct categories:  

 

 those (generally small) areas of Long Crendon’s “built environment” which 

are considered most vital to its open, rural feel;  

 those sites used for sports and other recreational activities; 

 those on the immediate periphery of the settlement with public access and 

in regular use by those on foot; and 

 those which (without necessarily offering public access) fulfil a specific 

function to the local community, that is reflected in the aspirations and 

policy objectives of the emerging Neighbourhood Plan.  
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Of these, the local sites that are most demonstrably special to the community are 

now designated as Local Green Space in the Long Crendon Neighbourhood Plan 

(LCNP). 

 

2. Local Green Space 

 

The following Local Green Space designations are hereby proposed. 

• Land South West of Chilton Road and to north edge of village 

• Long Crendon Recreational Park 

• Open space below Abbotts Ridge (Harroell Park, Allotments and Dog 

Walking Field off Harroell  

 

Figure 1: Long Crendon Sites Designated as Local Green Space 

2.1. Designated Sites: Compliance With The NPPF 

The designated sites meet the criteria set out in paragraph 77 of the National 

Planning Policy Framework. 

In the following pages of this report we examine the particular characteristics of 

these parcels of land, on a site-by-site basis, with photographs and supporting 

commentary. 
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3. Site Assessments 

3.1. Site 1: Land South West of Chilton Road and to north edge of 

village 

 

Figure 2: Site 1: Land South West of Chilton Road and to north edge of village 

This 0.91 hectare piece of land has served as a recreational field and a footpath 

connecting the upper end of Chilton Road with Lower End for many years it provides 

a vital link in a circular walk around the village for joggers, walkers and dog owners 

alike. In recent years it has been used for horse grazing. It is surrounded on three 

sides by residential gardens and on one side by open farmland. 

 

Figure 3: View across "Site 1" from North Edge of Field 
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3.2. Site 2: Long Crendon Recreational Park 

 

 

Figure 4: Site 2: Long Crendon Recreational Park 

A number of well-supported sports clubs use the 1.3 hectare Recreation Ground and 

the new Pavilion. The Pavilion was completed in 2004, funded by a grant from the 

Football Foundation and a loan taken out by the Parish Council. It is used by football 

and cricket teams for changing rooms, toilets and storage. Entrance to some 

leagues is dependent on these facilities being available. In addition, the meeting 

room is used by the Parish Council, Twins Club, Young Farmers, Yoga Classes and 

throughout the year for children's parties and various AGMs. 

Cricket 

There is a very active youth team involving 

around 70 young people in three teams (11 

years, 13 years and 15 years). They play on 

Saturday and Sunday during the summer. It is 

hoped that in time they will provide the 

foundation to reform an adult team, as 

unfortunately none have played in Long 

Crendon for some time.  
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Football 

The facilities are very well used by three football 

clubs, a Youth's Club (including girls), a Men's Club 

and the Crendon Corinthians. As a result, the pitch 

is heavily used on Saturday mornings and 

afternoons and on Sunday mornings. The Pavilion is 

used by all except the youth teams.  

 

Jubilee Park 

A hugely popular attraction opened completely renovated in 2012 using Parish 

council funding. It offers a wide range of swings, climbing frames and slides for 

children between the ages of 5-13. 

 

Figure 5: Long Crendon Jubilee Park from the Recreation Ground 
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3.3. Site 3: Harroell Park, Allotments and Dog Walking Field off Harroell 

 

 

Figure 6: Site 3: Harroell Park, Allotments and Dog Walking Field off Harroell 

3.3.1. Harroell Park  
The Parish Council identified through the parish plan (2009) that there was a need for 

better play facilities for the older children of the village. 

In response to this the Parish Council submitted several grant applications and were 

successful in receiving three grants to create improved facilities for older children in 

the village. Harroell Park was officially opened in September 2013 and now has a 

skate park, a cycle track. a zip wire and swings.  

 

 

Figure 7: Harroel Park 
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3.3.2. Allotments   
In 1977 a change of use was granted to transform common grazing land into 0.35 

hectares of allotments for the locals of Long Crendon. To this day they are hugely 

popular especially with those who lack garden space to grow their own vegetables.   

 

Figure 8: View of the Allotments adjacent to Harroell 

 

3.3.3. Dog Walking field  
The field next to the allotments, of approximately 1.5 hectares of public open space 

is used by joggers, dog walkers and children for ball games.  

 

Figure 9: The Dog Walking Field adjacent to Harroell 
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4. Landscape Value 

This section acknowledges the special role that the surrounding landscape plays in 

defining the essential character of the village in its setting. 

Much of the land, along with much of the Parish, surrounding Long Crendon lies 

within the Brill – Winchendon Hills Area of Attractive Landscape (AAL). The recent 

review of this designation (”Defining the special qualities of local landscape 

designations in Aylesbury Vale District” Report prepared October 20151 for AVDC) for 

the VALP restated its value as a landscape designation.  

  

Figure 10: Map showing Long Crendon within the Area of Attractive Landscape 

 

Maintaining and enhancing the landscape around the village is vital for the 

community and this Neighbourhood Plan aims to protect that land. 

The AVDC commissioned report referenced above makes reference to saved 

policies in the Aylesbury Vale District Local Plan (AVDLP) and the European 

Landscape Convention as follows: 

“1.6 The European Landscape Convention recognises that all landscapes are 

of value whether they are designated or not. It also states the importance of 

Landscape Protection, which it defines as:  

 

“measures to preserve the present character and quality of a landscape which 

is greatly valued on account of its distinctive natural or cultural configuration. 

                                                 
1 https://www.aylesburyvaledc.gov.uk/sites/default/files/page_downloads/Aylesbury%20Vale%20Local%20Landscape%20Designations_Final%20Draft%20%20Report.pdf 

 

https://www.aylesburyvaledc.gov.uk/sites/default/files/page_downloads/Aylesbury%20Vale%20Local%20Landscape%20Designations_Final%20Draft%20%20Report.pdf
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Such protection must be active and involve upkeep measures to preserve 

significant features of a landscape”.  

 

1.7 The NPPF states that the planning system should contribute to and enhance 

the natural and local environment by “protecting and enhancing valued 

landscapes” (paragraph 109). Paragraph 113 of the NPPF says that “local 

planning authorities should set criteria based policies against which proposals 

for any development on or affecting protected wildlife or geodiversity sites or 

landscape areas will be judged”.  

 

1.8 The Vale of Aylesbury Local Plan is currently being prepared. Until the new 

Local Plan is adopted, planning policies for local landscape designations (AALs 

and LLAs) consist of saved policies from the previous Aylesbury Vale District 

Local Plan (AVDLP). In 2007 the Council saved Policy RA8 of the Aylesbury Vale 

District Local Plan Adopted 2004 (AVDLP). Policy RA8 aims to protect 

landscape features and qualities of the AALs and LLAs, which are also defined 

on the AVDLP proposals map.” 

 

Section 4 of the LUC report references the Brill-Winchendon Hills area as an Area of 

Attractive Landscape (AAL). Some of the special qualities mentioned in the AAL that 

relate directly to Long Crendon are: 

 

 A distinctive, coherent and intact landscape of high scenic quality 

provided by open rural hills and undulations and a strong settlement 

pattern of small nucleated villages on hilltops and dispersed isolated farms. 

 Fine and exhilarating long distance and panoramic views across rural 

countryside from many vantage points at crests of inclines. 

 Quiet and tranquil with a lack of intrusion from large development or major 

roads, and some remote areas. Sense of dominance of the landscape and 

seasonal colours of agricultural fields. Picturesque river valley landscape of 

the Thame. 

 Number of Conservation Areas reflecting the historic value of a number of 

the attractive villages and listed historic buildings of natural materials which 

add great texture, richness, variety and interest to the landscape. The 

landscape provides a strong setting to the many villages and Conservation 

Areas. 

 Strong ecological integrity across the landscape, with designated sites 

linked through areas of woodland and hedgerows. 

 Provides a backdrop and sense of enclosure to the Vale of Aylesbury to the 

north and the small valley of the Thame in the south of the area. 

Specifically, the Landscape and scenic quality of Long Crendon is mentioned: 

“High scenic quality with spectacular views in all directions across fields of 

pasture with hedgerows and mature trees and woodland in the background 
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and of distinctive hills – e.g. Brill and Muswell Hills and Chilton Ridge, from the 

lower slopes. Picturesque villages (e.g. Brill, Long Crendon and Chilton) from 

which there are glimpses of the landscape beyond. Strong landscape pattern 

of pre 18th century enclosure fields and hedgerows. Dispersed farms – historic 

settlement pattern and nucleated villages. Smaller pastoral fields and mature 

pollarded willows within the Thame Valley provide scenic beauty alongside the 

meandering river; churches provide focal points and historic mills and bridges 

and a range of habitats create a rich and lively landscape with an enclosed 

character.” 

 

The Report concludes with a statement as to whether the “area is worthy of local 

landscape designation”. Specifically, for the Brill-Winchendon Hills AAL it says: 

 

“Yes– this is a highly valued and coherent landscape indicated by strong 

indicators of value in all criteria, many of which relate to very strongly 

significant scenic and perceptual landscape characteristics and features of 

particular natural and cultural value.” 

 

This adds special importance to the views from all areas of Long Crendon which 

should be protected in the future as designated in Policy LC13 in the Long Crendon 

Neighbourhood Plan.  
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4.1. Landscape and Views 

 

The landscape and views to, from and within Long Crendon are considered as 

valuable assets to be conserved, as recorded in the 1969 and 2009 Conservation 

Plans. The landscape and views enable the historic setting of the village to be 

appreciated and the relationship between the landscape and the historic village to 

be understood. 

The village rises from 200ft (60 metres) above sea level in the meadows near the river 

Thame to the south-east of the village to 400ft (120 metres above sea level) at the 

parish boundary with Easington to the north of the village in the area around the Iron 

Age Fort. 

The Long Crendon Conservation Area Report of 20092 identifies Key Views and Vistas 

around the village.  

Extensive views of the surrounding countryside are gained from limited locations at 

the south-western, eastern and north western ends of the village.  Particularly fine 

views of the Thame Valley are visible from the churchyard of St. Mary’s Church and 

running along the public footpath that leads south-west from Harroell.  

 

4.1.1. Views into the village 
 

Due to its elevated position the Long Crendon Conservation Area, and in particular 

the landmark tower of St. Mary’s Church, can be seen from some distance outside 

the village boundaries. 

Particularly fine views of the village are gained from the A418 to the south-west and 

north-east of Thame, along the Long Crendon Road from Shabbington to the south-

west and approaching the village from the north-west along the Bicester Road. 

                                                 
2 http://www.aylesburyvaledc.gov.uk/sites/default/files/page_downloads/Long-Crendon-

complete-doc.qxd_.pdf 

 

http://www.aylesburyvaledc.gov.uk/sites/default/files/page_downloads/Long-Crendon-complete-doc.qxd_.pdf
http://www.aylesburyvaledc.gov.uk/sites/default/files/page_downloads/Long-Crendon-complete-doc.qxd_.pdf
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4.2. Important views from the High Street and Harroell Conservation Areas. 

 

 

Figure 11: Important views from the High Street and Harroell Conservation Areas.
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4.3. Views and the Conservation Policy 

 

In setting up the Conservation Area in 1967 the importance of the outstanding 

outward and inward views from Wainwrights was stressed. 

 

4.3.1. Conservation Area Views 
 

St. Mary’s Church is a landmark building which provides the principal focus to views 

at the north-eastern end of High Street and Chearsley Road.   Within the 

Conservation Area, views tend to be focused along roads and contained by the 

buildings that line each side.  However, the curvilinear nature of the High Street 

means that views in both directions along its length are truncated and different 

buildings provide the visual focus to a series of unfolding views. 

 

  

Figure 12: St Mary’s church from the High Street and the Court House special interest architecturally and 

historically one of the first houses to be taken over by the National Trust.
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4.4. Important views from Bicester Road 

 

 

Figure 13: Important views from Bicester Road
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4.5. Views out of the village 

 

4.5.1. Views to Thame and Chilterns from Chearsley Road and Harroell 
 

Extensive views of the surrounding countryside are gained from limited locations at 

the south-western, eastern and north western ends of the village.  Particularly fine 

views of the Thame Valley are visible from the churchyard of St. Mary’s Church and 

running along the public footpath that leads south-west from Harroell.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Figure 14: Wainwrights Field as viewed from the Harroell footpath Conservation Area 

 

Figure 15: View across the fields towards Lower Furlong from the Harroell footpath 
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4.5.2. North and South Western Edge of Village 
 

At the North Western side of the village there are exceptional views out of the village 

towards Oxford across open countryside. This area, surrounding the reservoir forms 

part of an Iron Age Hill Fort and is situated at the highest point in the village. 

 

 

Figure 16: HER record of Long Crendon Showing views 

 

 

Figure 17: Panoramic View from Top of Iron Age Hill Fort in Field off Chilton Road to North of Village  

Chiltern Hills 
Towards 

Oxford 

Towards  

Easington 

View from Top of 

Hill and Iron Age 

Fort 
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4.5.3. Views looking towards Shabbington from Frogmore and Sandy Lane 
 

Towards the South East of the village the countryside can be viewed towards 

Shabbington from Sandy Lane and from the houses on Bicester Road. Views into the 

village from Sandy Lane towards Bicester Road show the village in its rural setting. 

 

 

Figure 18: Views from Sandy Lane (off Bicester Road)looking towards the village 

 

Figure 19: South from Dragon’s Farm, Lower End At the south-western end of the village extensive views 

of the Oxfordshire plain are gained from Lower End. (Bicester Road)  
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5. Appendix 1: Assessment of the Green Open Space 

Issues in Long Crendon and the surrounding area 

 

5.1. Vision for the Green Space in Long Crendon 

Long Crendon will be an area where all residents and visitors will have the 

opportunity to enjoy quality, clean, safe and accessible open space, sport and 

recreational facilities.  

These facilities will be in close proximity to where they live and work, and will be 

economically and environmentally sustainable.  

These facilities will aid the cultural fabric of the village in a context where the public, 

developers and landowners have clear information on what, where and how much 

is provided, and the standards that govern this. This will be achieved by: 

1. Enabling residents and visitors to engage in their most popular activities  

2. Reduce issues such as cost, while improving physical access, location, safety 

3. Meeting the aspirations of the community  

4. Promote the ability of open space, sport and recreational facilities in aiding 

culture, social inclusion and sense of place  

5. Improve supply, but also demand by increasing the quality of the existing 

facilities  

6. Ensure the village is supported by the National standards based around the 

NPFA minimum standard of 2.4ha per 1000 people to improve the quantity of 

provision.  

7. Ensure that the attractive nature of open space is continued,  

8. Link the sites and open spaces, in a network, by ensuring safety of travel 

between sites, greening the approaches, and the use of a sustainable 

transport infrastructure  

9. Ensuring that open space, sport and recreational facilities make a major 

contribution to ensuring the residents have a high quality of life making the 

village a place in which they choose to live. 

 

To help achieve this vision a set of Questions was asked at the outset of the 

development of the Long Crendon Neighbourhood Plan 

Question1 : 

 Considering the natural environment of the parish – are there special 

landscapes that deserve protection? 

o Note: all of the land around the village is designated an Area of 

Attractive Landscape by AVDLP – are there any distinctive features? 

o Can they be drawn precisely or not?  

o What types of development should they control, given that the areas 

are already outside the defined village boundary? 
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Response:  

We heard from the residents at our exhibitions that many in the community greatly 

value the beautiful views both from within the village looking out and from outside 

the village looking back in.  

Though a large village, Long Crendon has maintained, and should protect, the rural 

aspects and pastoral heritage within the Vale of Aylesbury, that make it such an 

enriching place to live. 

 Special landscapes and views outside of the village boundary which should 

be protected from speculative property development that cannot be drawn 

precisely–  

o Views looking towards Shabbington from Frogmore and Sandy Lane 

(from the Parish Plan 2009) 

o Views from Chilton Road looking South west towards South Oxfordshire  

o Views from Chilton Road looking North at the Northern end of the 

Village towards the Iron Age Fort. 

o Views to Thame and Chilterns from Chearsley Road, Harroell etc. (from 

the Parish Plan 2009) 

o Views to and from Lower End (from the Parish Plan 2009) 

 Special landscape and views within the village boundary which can be 

drawn precisely and should be protected 

o Special character and views of the High Street and Church End 

o Special character and views of Frogmore, The Square and Sandy Lane 

o Special character and views of Lower End 

Question 2: 

 Which sites could benefit from protection by a Local Green Space (LGS) 

status? Areas already designated as Open spaces may also be considered as 

a LGS as this designation provides more protection (in line with Green Belt 

protection). The National Planning Policy Framework (NPPF) Paras 76-77) 

specify the criteria to consider, see appendix 1. 

Response: 

We assessed the following green areas to see if they could be given Local Green 

Spaces designation: 

 Long Crendon Recreation Park encompassing pavilion & changing facilities, 

football pitch, cricket square, bowling green, tennis courts and children’s play 

area. 

 Harroell Park Teenage play area o including skateboard park, zip wire and 

bike run. 

 Golf driving range Thame Road  

 Parts of land between Frogmore and Sandy Lane (already bought by 

residents to stop development) 

 St Mary’s Church and associated grounds 

 Open space above Abbotts Ridge 

 Open space above Peascroft 

 Open space Lower End 
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 Allotments at Harroell 

 Open space at Harroell (for dog walking) 

 Open space South West of Chilton Road (for walkers, dog walking and 

joggers) 

 Long Crendon School play fields 

 

 

From this list we assessed that the following three sites should be designated as 

Local Green Spaces based on the current accessibility of these areas of land 

and the current use the community has from them: 

1) Open space South West of Chilton Road 

2) Long Crendon Recreation Park encompassing pavilion & changing facilities, 

football pitch, cricket square, bowling green, tennis courts and Jubilee 

children’s play area. 

3) Harroell Park, Allotments and Dog Walking Field off Harroell 


