
Advice from the District Council.

Keeping safe this winter

Keeping your home safe

A dark house at this time of the year is a sure sign that there’s no one at home. You can fool a burglar by having a light on a timer switch that comes on when it gets dark. They are a cheap and easy solution to make your home looked lived-in, especially if you are a commuter who returns home late or in the event you go away for the holidays. 

In the event your property is stolen, property marking your belongings with a UV pen is an effective way for the police to identify your possessions; should they later be found. If your windows and doors are locked sufficiently and belongings such as car keys and mobile phones are hidden and not left in view, it is unlikely that you will be a victim of burglary. 

Keeping yourself safe

Thieves love Christmas. The crowded shops are a magnet for pick pockets. You can protect your purse by attaching a cat bell to it – the noise will alert you if anyone tries to swipe it from your bag or pocket. Another way to keep your handbag safe is to have the zip facing frontwards so you can see it, which makes it less likely a theft will take place.  If you’re doing a big Christmas shop, don’t leave shopping bags on display in your car. Lock them in the boot, out of sight, or use the parcel pick up service that many larger stores now offer. 

We want everyone to have a good time at Christmas, especially at all the parties. Taxis can be in short supply at peak times in the holidays – make sure you book yours ahead of time, so you know you can get home safely. If you have to walk home, don’t walk alone and let someone know where you are. Finally, have a safe and happy Christmas and New Year!
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