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How to get hereLocal Information

By bus
Thame is on the 280 service between Oxford 
and Aylesbury. It passes by Haddenham and Thame Parkway 
station. The 280 runs half-hourly during Mon - Sat daytimes. Less 
frequent at other times. The Arriva Line 40 is a Mon - Sat daytime 
service from High Wycombe via Stokenchurch and Chinnor.

By train
Thame is a short bus (280) or taxi ride 
away from Haddenham and Thame Parkway which is on the 
Chiltern Line between Marylebone and Birmingham Snow Hill.   

By car
From the north leave M40 at junction 8a, or from the 
south at junction 6. Follow signs to Thame. There is 
ample parking available in the town.

By bicycle
The Phoenix Trail between Princes Risborough and 
Thame is part of National Cycle Network Route 57
which continues to Oxford.

Train information: call 0845 7484950 or visit 
www.nationalrail.co.uk

          The Tithe Barn on the left is a long low building 
where a brick base supports a 
timber frame with lovely 
herring-bone brick filling 
and was used for the 
storage of the 
church dues or 
tithes. Called 
Court Barn in 
the 15th C it 
belonged to the 
now 
demolished 
Court House, 
where the manorial Court was held.

          Go into the churchyard and turn along the avenue of 
limes that was planted in 1887, passing the parish church of 
St Mary the Virgin dating back to the 13th C.  It is a large 
cruciform church with many interesting items inside including 
the altar tomb of Lord Williams and the tombs and brasses of 
the Quatremain family.

          At the cross avenue, go straight ahead, down two steps 
and turn right. Prior to the planned town of New Thame the 
main traffic route from Aylesbury to Oxford followed this road 
and into Priestend.  The Bishop of Lincoln obtained an order 
in 1215 to divert traffic through his market town of New 
Thame.

          At the end of the path turn right, over the pedestrian 
crossing and again turn right. Gable Cottage, Godbegot 
and Regency Cottage form a lovely trio of ancient buildings 
set in an idyllic country scene opposite the cricket        
ground.  Godbegot was much restored by the                    
theatrical designer Herbert Norris in the 1930s.                       
The cricket ground opposite is relatively recent                   
having replaced the sheepfield in the 1960s.

          Continue along Aylesbury Road, go left at the 
roundabout into North Street and second left into Moorend 
Lane.  A little way down is one of the many timber frame 
houses of Old Thame.  The Bishop's Palace is a lovely 
blend of ancient structures; note the huge chimney stack.  
This was once the 
building used by the 
Bishop on his official 
visits.  

                                                             

          Return to the corner of Moorend Lane. The Cattle 
Market moved here in 1951 replacing the market garden 
which had occupied the site since Place House was 
demolished in late 18th C.  Place House had been the manor 
house of Old Thame from the time of the Stonor family in 
1419.

          Go over the pedestrian crossing and follow the path 
through Waitrose car park. Greyhound Walk and parts of 
the car park have been built respecting the walls of the 
burgage plots.  These long narrow plots are aligned with the 
earlier medieval field boundary and bend to present their 
buildings square to the street.  This kink in the plot line is 
evident in the building line and paving at the entrance to 
Greyhound Walk.  Go through the passageway to return to the 
Town Hall.
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This historic market town of Thame is a great place to shop 

and a delightful area where you can enjoy good food and 

drink in one of the many pubs, cafes and restaurants.

For information about places to eat, accommodation and 

attractions visit 

 

www.visitsouthoxfordshire.co.uk   

Thame Information Centre (Mon - Fri) 

in the Town Hall.  Tel: 01844 212833 or go to 

28

29

30

27

Markets

Bicester

Aylesbury

THAME

Oxford Princes
Risborough

5
6

7
8

9

High 
Wycombe

M40

M40

A418

A41

A413

A4010

A40

B4011

A40

A4129

This leaflet has been produced 
by 21st Century Thame with 
the support of South 
Oxfordshire District Council 

Long stay car parks are shown on the map - please 
look at the parking signs for restrictions

Bicycles - several places to park and secure your bike 

Public Conveniences are near points         and

Thame Museum in the High Street is certainly worth a 
visit and it also provides a lot of local information. 
Open Tues, Wed and Sat (10 - 4), Sun (12 - 4)

This is the first of a series of walks around historic Thame. 
Enjoy the experience.
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Thame (or Tame) originated as a Saxon settlement at a 
crossing of the River Thame and is mentioned in the 
Domesday Book.  After the Norman Conquest it came under 
the jurisdiction of the Bishop of Lincoln and in the 12th C he 
founded the “new” market town of Thame away from the 
river and the church and in the area we now recognise as the 
town centre. In 1215 he diverted the road from Aylesbury to 
Oxford so that it ran through his new town. The wide High 
Street and market place with narrow entrances at both ends 

date from this time and covered the 
area from the current site of the War 

Memorial in the east to the 
Museum in the west.  The centre 
has, over the centuries, been in-

filled with various  buildings 
such as 

around  the Bird Cage 
Inn.

Thame has always been a 
market town. The right to hold 
a weekly market was granted 
by Royal Charter in the 12th C 
and the large general market is 
still held every Tuesday. This is 
joined by a Farmers' Market 
on the second Tuesday of 
each month and the Cattle 
Market continues to operate 

every Wednesday and Friday.  A main feature of the town 
centre is the conservation area with an almost complete 
absence of modern buildings and where examples may be 
seen of the building styles of just about every century from the 
13th onwards.   

The walk described in this leaflet guides you through 
the historic town centre. 

Limited ability access
The walk is mostly on level pavements with good access for 
prams and wheelchairs.  At the exit from the church yard (26) 
there are a few steps and restricted width. To avoid the steps: 
return to the High Street, carry on to the western end, turn 
right into Priestend and follow the path around the church 
yard wall.

the Town Hall and 
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Introducing Thame
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Traveline 0871 200 2233 or visit www.traveline.org.uk
Weekly  Market - every Tuesday
Farmers' Market - second Tuesday 
of each month
Cattle Market - every Wednesday 
and Friday

A walk of about an hour 
around the centre of this 

historic market town
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Historic Town Trail

This leaflet is printed on FSC certified paper
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