LONG CRENDON PARISH COUNCIL

Minutes of the Parish Council meeting held in the Sports Pavilion, Chearsley Road on Monday 12th April 2010 at 19.30.

   PRESENT:-
Cllrs Butler (Chairman), Le Brun, C Bevan, C Cozens, V Gilbert and J Hooper and          



A Tighe.
G Stevens (Parish Clerk).
Press J Goddard and 7 members of the public.
32/10
PUBLIC PARTICIPATION
C Jones, a High Street resident, read out a letter expressing disappointment with the content of to the letter sent to Council by the Elders of the Baptist Church. The letter was supported by a list of 72 residents.  It was resolved that the letter be placed on the website under latest news. 
S Chapman gave a brief presentation of the Greening Campaign and requested Council’s support. The campaign aims to raise awareness in the community of the issues affecting climate change, the environment etc.
It was agreed that the presentation be placed on the website.  
S Jones (PCSO) advised Council on the legal position regarding parking on verges and pavements. It was resolved that this important issue be further investigated.   

33/10
APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE. 

Councillors   A Camden, County and District Councillor M Edmonds and District Councillor D Smith.
34/10
DECLARATION OF INTEREST 




None were made.
35/10
MINUTES

The minutes of the meeting held on 1st March 2010 with minor amendments to item 28/10 were approved as a true record and signed by the Chairman. It was resolved that Council meetings may be audio recorded by the Clerk for assistance with the writing of the minutes.
36/10.
CONSIDERATION OF THE REPORT IN THE PUBLIC INTEREST. 




The report issued by Mazars the Council’s auditors that deals with Council’s failure to 



produce annual returns for the years ending March 2002 to 2007 was discussed. The 



Clerk gave some background information on the reasons for this failure. He advised that 

financial irregularities had occurred between 1999 and 2003 and Council had recovered all the monies involved.  It was noted that Council have implemented robust financial and internal control systems together with regular financial reporting. The returns from April 2007 to March 2009 had been prepared and audited by both internal and external auditors.  It was resolved that the report be accepted by Council noting that the recommendations proposed had already been implemented by the Council.
37/10
CLERK’S REPORT AND ACTION LIST.
1) Clerk’s report  The report was noted and discussed and the following comments and decisions were made:-
Section 106/Play Group. The clerk reported that Cllr Bevan had taken all the necessary actions in preparation of the questionnaire for inclusion with the newsletter pending the insertion of a final date for the return of the questionnaire. Cllr Bevan advised that she had spoken to Mrs Andrews and advised her of the process we are following and it appears Mrs Andrews is content with our approach and has spoken to other residents who signed the petition but the feeling was that they would rather have the play area further down the field away from the houses. The Chairman suggested that we should try to accommodate them wherever possible within our design for the area. Cllr Bevan further advised that delivery of some of the selected items for play may be a problem but she would find alternates.

Repairs to fences and gates. The quote received for £310 was accepted to repairs the fencing around the scout land and parking area and the Harroell gate, fence and chain link fence as specified by the Clerk and Cllr Hooper.

Parking on Verges. After discussion of the matter it was agreed that the Clerk should draft the necessary byelaw for further consideration and approval by Council.

Farthings. Cllr Le Brun advised that in order to finalise the works undertaken at Farthings additional plants were needed at a cost of about £100. Council approved this additional expenditure.

2) Action List   The report was noted and discussed and the following comments and decisions were made:-
Housing Trust. It was noted that some work had been undertaken by the Trust in the Abbot Ridge /Hilltop area but certain issues were still outstanding. The Clerk was requested to follow up progress with the responsible person.

Salt/Grit Bins. Further quotes are to be obtained and Cllr Hooper gave a list of possible sites for the additional bins.(Carters Lane top and bottom, Hilltop junction with Thame road, Elmtrees, Highfield, the mound and Easington Rd.)
Use of Prisoners serving sentences of Community Service Cllr Hooper suggested that we invite a representative from Prisons and Probation to our next meeting to explain the system to the Council. It was resolved that the Clerk make the necessary arrangements. 
38/10
PLANNING
The draft minutes of the planning meeting held on 15th March 2010 were received and noted. 
Cllr Le Brun mentioned that an extensive up date of the plans for the Baptist Church development had been given. It was noted that the letter dated 22nd March from the Elders to the Parish Council had been circulated to all Councillors and had been placed on the website. Councillors agreed that the comments in the letter regarding the blog be noted without a response being sent to the Church Elders.

39/10

FINANCE

The cheques drawn for March totalling £11,345.73   were approved for payment and the bank balance noted. The Clerk advised that the high expenditure in the month was due to paying for tree maintenance which is undertaken in the spring and the bi-annual cost of dog bin clearance and bins purchased.  
 
40/10

CORRESPONDENCE-




The schedule was noted and the following additional information, comments or 



decisions were made:-



The request from the Horticultural Society to use the square for a plant sale on 8th may 


was approved. 
High Speed rail link. The letters from AVDC, BCC and J Bercow MP, expressing concern with the proposal and advising of public consultations were noted.
A V D C- “Youth Sports Development” The request to use the recreation ground on 23rd 


August for sport demonstrations was approved. All publicity will be done by AVDC for 


the event
Citizens Advice Bureau. The request from Mr Fox was considered and agreed that a short presentation of the services offered be made to Council.  The presentation will take a maximum of 15 minutes and the Clerk will organise this.
Ruth Pitter, The letter received from Ena Brason was discussed. Council felt that the request should be supported to acknowledge the works of this renowned poet. Cllr Le Brun advised that he had been in contact with Reverend Wynburn on this matter and mentioned that Rev Wynburn was considering having a poetry festival in 2012 to celebrate the 20th anniversary of her death. Council resolved to do an article with photographs on the poet and her works for placing on our website. Cllr Le Brun offered to prepare this. 
41/10

REPORTS
Dates for meetings 2010/2011.  The dates were approved with the exception that the Annual Parish Meeting to be held on 14th June be moved to 19.30 instead of 18.30 and further that the notice of the meeting should be placed in the library and the post office to attract better attendance.

Review of Council’s Risk Management Policy. The policy for 2010/2011 was reviewed and approved with amending the risk level of security of buildings and equipment from high to medium risk. It was also noted that the asset register should be updated.  

Proposed Biodiversity Working Group. Cllr Le Brun reported that the group would be meeting on 24th May at 19.00 and would draw up terms of reference for the group. The group would look to preserve and enhance the look of the village and would check and consider enhancing the requirements of the various maintenance contracts.

R S L Interactive and information Kiosk. It was reported that B C C had proposed and would fund the capital cost of installing an RSL kiosk in Long Crendon. (A document detailing the system and benefits had been circulated to Councillors). It was noted that the annual maintenance of the system (hardware, software and broadband) at a cost of about £600 would need to be funded by the Parish Council.  Mr R Thurbon had kindly investigated the system and possible sites for the kiosk. He advised that the library is only open for 28 hours a week, the post office lacked space whilst the coffee shop was also perhaps too small to house the unit. Further investigations on the system, expected usage by residents and sites for the kiosk will be undertaken.  

      42/10

ANY OTHER BUSINESS.

Harroell Field. Noted that the manhole cover had still not been repaired and the Clerk undertook to follow this up with Thames Water.
Grant from B C C . Thanks were expressed to the Chairman and Cllr D Smith for their efforts in securing a funding contribution of £8250 towards the proposed refuge crossing in Bicester Road.

43/10

CLOSED SESSION. 



Pursuant to section 1(2) of the Public Bodies Act it was resolved that, 





because of the confidential nature of the business to be transacted, the public and 



press be excluded from the meeting for this confidential matter. 



Cllr Hooper reported that Cllr Gorringe had requested to be placed on the waiting list for 



an allotment. It was agreed that the Clerk should submit a bill to Cllr Gorringe to recover 



the costs of soil testing and clearing the contaminated areas on the allotments. Subject to 



payment of the costs her name will be added to the waiting list.
The chairman closed the meeting at 21.25



Signed.................................................................................Date............................   
Chairman
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